EARLY PUBERTY                                            yi

picture of one phase of development is strongly diiferentiated from
that of the preceding one, while at the same time isolated elements
of this earlier phase still manifest themselves. For instance, we have
seen what an important part was played by the relation with the
"other girl" in prepuberty. This relation assumes different aspects
in accordance with the degree of psychologic development. Giggling
and secrecy or the danger of sexual imitation, ideal formation or
ardent homosexual pa sion, may all develop in the period of matura-
tion that extends over several years from prepuberty to adulthood.
Exactly the same is true of the heterosexuality of puberty, which
should free itself from previous ties, but which may preserve them
until well into adulthood.

The processes that take place in the stormy years from puberty to
maturity are so rich in content, and are determined by so many
factors, that it is difficult to speak of them as homogeneous. For the
sake of simplification, we shall discuss the psychologic reactions to
the biologic processes that reach their climax in menstruation,
separately from the processes of maturation of the ego. In the latter
discussion it will hardly be possible to draw a clearly defined line
between puberty, which is still strongly under the influence of the
biologic onslaught, and adolescence. In our terminology, we shall
ascribe to adolescence a slow and long elaboration of the process of .
maturation. In this period, the final foundations are laid for the
future personality of the adult, and the fate of the mature woman is
decided.